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3-genre threat
Murphy signs
with D’Works

Ew Zorlunna Klt
und Chris Gnrdner

Aﬂ‘.cr a
successful
collabora-
tion on the
block-
buster
“Shrek,”
for which a
sequel 13
due out in
. the sum- Murphy
 mer, the film’s co-star Eddie

Murphy has inked a two-
. year, first-look production
i deal with DreamWorks Pic-
| tures.
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The deal cements a long-
standing relationship between
the star and studio topper
t Jeftrey Katzenberg that goes |
back 20 years to when
Katzenberg was an executive
at Paramount and Murphy
was a rising comedian making
his big-screen debut in the
studio’s 1982 teature film “48 |
HRS.” :

Their relanonship contin-
ued on such Paramount fea-
tures as “Trading Places™ and
“Beverly Hills Cop” before

See MURPHY on page 17

- -

e R E R s

. I, s

-

P e ———————

R LR E O

e —

v/ I A e T L

e HEERAUTO®#3-DICI .
.'1{;2#1 .-_*EEEKE UE}EEUGB g9 202 wee.
| ALE SERIALS DEPARTMENT

F O BOX 33545

DETROIT MI 482332-5545

a VNU publication B www.hollywoodreporter. com m $2.95

"I.-”L"f"i.":[ [INGT UI\ — In aspimted
debate, justices on the U.S.
Supreme Court appeared to strug
gle Wednesday with the conun
drum presented by Congress” deci-
ston to extend by 20 vears the pen
od for which copyright holders can

profit trom their works: Does that
ad art, commerce and science, or
does it lock our free public access to
important works?

In arguments before the bench,
the justices peppered attorneys with
questions about the contradictory
nature of the constitutional clause
that mves Congress the power 1o

‘Party’-goers: Star, Presley

Remake ﬂf Setlam comedy set at MGM

By Chne Gﬂrdner

[Darren Star as teaming with
Priscilla Presley tor MGM o
remake the studio’s Peter Sellers
comedy “The Party.”

star and Presley will produce
together, with Star eveing, the pro-
ject tor his feature directonal debut.

Blake Edwards directed the
1968 release that saw Sellers star as
an Indian film extra who is mistak-
cnly mvited to a swingng Holly-
wood party. There, he embarks on
a series of slapstick misadventures.,
Claudime Longer, Natalia Borsova,
Jean Carson, Marge Champion
and Al Checeo also starred.

It"s unclear whether the remake
will tollow the exact story line.

Star
There is no writer vet on board to
adapt it

At MGM, Elizabeth Canallon 1s
overseetng the project,

Star and Presley are both repped
by WMAL Star has directed episodes
of his series “Grosse Pointe”™ and
“Sex and the Cine” Presley serves
on the board of MGM. B

Presley

DlrecT\I Merger unlikely if not 0K’d by Jan. 21

Related story on pege 5

Hlt'ﬂ’ YORK —
EchoStar Communications and
DirecTV parent Hughes Electron-
s will likely drop theirr bid o
merge it regulators — who have
signaled that they could block the
deal — do not approve the trans
action by Jan. 21, a top DirecTV
execunve said Wednesday.

John Malone’s Liberty Media
and Rupert Murdoch’s News
Corp. both have hinted thar they
might go after Direc TV again —

Satcasters

Hartenstein
|:'l".'k'L‘I':_‘1.{
EchoStar deal talls through.

Ergen
for a price. — 1t the

“By Jan, 21, we will have been
at this process tor 15 months,”
Dired TV CEO Eddy Hartenstein

sard here at the SkvForum, orga
mized by the Satelhite Broadeastng,
and Commumications Assn. With
out regulatory approval by then,
“it's a fair assumpnon we would
CO our separate ways,  he sad.

ut EchoStar CEO Charlie
Ergen would not ver predict what
will happen atter Jan. 21, wlich the
merger agreement specitied as the
date at which each Party can termi
nate the deal. =1 don’r think about
decisions thar need to be made in
the future because T don'’t have all
the intormartion ver,” he sud.

Sce DIRECTV an page 19

Supreme Court wrestlmg
W|th copyright conundrum

set a lmited copyright term.

Congress most recently extend-
ed the term with the 1998 Sonny
Bono Copyright Term Extension
Act. The act marked the 1 1th rime
m 40 years that Congress has
extended the copynght term, lead-
ing the justices to ponder: When
does a limited extension become
perimanent?

“It’s very hard to iind a basis that
this 1sn’t a hmited term. It's longer
than one would ke, but isn’t it stll
limited:™  Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor asked. *1 can bind a lot
of fault with what Congress did.
This thes directly in the face of what

See COPYRIGHT on page 19

Mantegna pulls
double duty with
CBS series deal

Joe ."vi-.nucg-
na 15 back in
busmess with
CBS,

The acror,
who co-starred
i last scason’s
drama  “First
Monday,” has
struck a deal
that calls for Mantegna
CRBS to develop two series pro
jects for him, both targeted for
fall 2003. Mantegna is said to be
open to both comedy and drama
ideas.,

In the hrst phase of the deal,
Mantegna will receive a consult-
ing fee for closely working with

See MANTEGNA on page 18
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